Bible Studies

Daniel (3)

Daniel Interprets the Dream

Daniel 2:24-49

Introduction


Nebuchadnezzar had decreed that all the wise men in Babylon should be executed. Why was he so angry? He had had a dream and he wanted his wise men to both tell him what he had dreamed and to give its interpretation. To be sure that they couldn’t trick him, he demanded that they tell the dream which he still remembered. Even though Daniel and his 3 friends were considered among the King’s wise men, the King had not asked them to do it. His other “wise men” told him that he was being unreasonable and no one on earth could tell the King his dream. They said only the gods would know it. So why didn’t they ask their gods? The King decided that he couldn’t trust any of them so they should all die. When Arioch came to execute Daniel and the other 3, Daniel asked the King to give him some time. Then the 4 prayed, asking God to reveal the mystery, which He did in a vision that night. But Arioch was still planning to carry out Nebuchadnezzar’s orders.

Read Dan. 2:24-35

I. God in heaven reveals mysteries

A. First Daniel went to Arioch and asked him not to execute the wise men, but instead to take him to the King. Arioch must have been relieved that he didn’t have to execute all those men. He took Daniel to Nebuchadnezzar and told the King that he had found a man among the exiles who could interpret his dream. Dan. 1:17 The King asked Daniel a very specific question: “Are you able to tell me what I saw in my dream and interpret it?” He probably figured that Daniel would have some excuse like the other wise men had had. Daniel did not try to use this “golden opportunity” to get favors. God was able to put him into an exalted position similar to Joseph’s only because they were both humble and would not touch the glory that belonged only to God.

B. Daniel made several things clear to the King. 

1.) No man was capable of explaining this mystery – neither wise man, nor enchanter, magician nor diviner. It was beyond man’s understanding.

2.) The only one capable of revealing the dream and its meaning was not just “a god” among many but “The God” in heaven. Amos 4:13
3.) God had given this dream to Nebuchadnezzar in order for him (and us) to know what will happen in days to come. It was revealed by the “Revealer of mysteries”. Gen. 40:8
4.) The obvious question was – if no man could know these things, how could Daniel know them? The King would automatically conclude that Daniel must be superior to all men, as Pharoah concluded with Joseph. So Daniel was very careful to explain that he was an ordinary man. He told the King that the mystery had been revealed to him, not because he had greater wisdom than others, but just because God wanted the king to know these things. While Daniel didn’t say it exactly, the King could certainly understand that Daniel’s God was very great, and that Daniel had a close relationship with his God.

II. The dream revealed

A. Daniel told the King what he already knew. The King had been lying on his bed thinking about what would happen in the future. Nebuchadnezzar’s dream had to do with a statue. It’s interesting how statues play an important role in the books of Daniel and Revelation. God revealed the history of the world for the next 2500-3000 years by means of a statue. Later the King made a statue of gold to be worshiped. (Dan. 3) In revelation it tells how the False Prophet will require people to worship the image of the Anti-Christ. The statue in the King’s dream was enormous, dazzling, and awesome in appearance. The parts of the statue were used by God to illustrate the various kingdoms that would arise according to God’s plan. Each kingdom in turn would be inferior to the one before it. People today think that we are far more advanced than all who have gone before us. This dream reveals that the early kingdoms were more powerful than those that followed. The only truly superior and lasting kingdom is the last one.

B. The head of the statue was pure gold. Its chest and arms were silver. Its belly and thighs were bronze. Its legs were iron and its feet were partly of iron and partly of baked clay. So we see that the most valuable metals were used in the head and upper part of the body, and the inferior metals in the lower parts. So we can already see the progression from greatness to not so great. While the King watched, a rock was cut out, but not by human hands. Zech. 4:6 It struck the statue on its feet and smashed them. Then all the rest of the metals were broken in pieces at the same time. Psa. 2:9They became like chaff or dust and the wind swept them away, not leaving a trace. So the entire huge statue was demolished and only the rock was left. Then the King saw the rock become a huge mountain and fill the whole earth. Mic. 4:1
Read Dan. 2:36-49

III. The kingdoms of this world

A. Daniel explained that the head of gold represented Nebuchadnezzar and the kingdom of Babylon. Daniel said, “You, O King, are the king of kings”. His greatness was represented by the superiority of gold over the other metals, and the superiority of the head over the rest of the body. Babylon was possibly the greatest kingdom of all time. But Daniel is careful to explain to the King that all his power and glory came from the hand of God. “The God of heaven has given you dominion and power and might and glory.” Daniel must have used the title “the God of heaven” to differentiate between the “gods’ of various places and the Lord God over all. How did Nebuchadnezzar get all this dominion, power and glory? It was a gift from God! Daniel strengthened the idea by saying that God had placed in his hands mankind, beasts and birds. Wherever they lived, God had made him ruler over them all. In Jer. 27:6-7 Jeremiah prophesied this. God had done it all, so Nebuchadnezzar had no right to be proud, though he was. Later God had to discipline him for his pride.

B. Now we can see that the statue represented the powerful kingdoms of the world. We could label it “The Times of the Gentiles”. The second kingdom was represented by the chest and arms of silver. Though inferior, it would replace the Babylonian Kingdom. This was the Medo-Persian Kingdom which conquered Babylon when Belshazzar was king. (Dan. 5) The third kingdom was represented by the belly and thighs of bronze. Once again it was inferior to those before it, but it would rule over “the whole earth”. Of course, this refers to the earth as known at that time. This was the Grecian Kingdom under Alexander the Great. The fourth kingdom is represented by the legs of iron. Though definitely inferior to gold, silver and bronze, it would be famous for its strength. As iron breaks and smashes everything, it would crush and break all the others. This is a picture of the Roman Empire, known in history for its breaking, crushing and smashing. But even this strong empire would not endure, as we know from history.

C. The fifth kingdom is represented by the feet and toes of iron and clay. It has not appeared yet, but it will appear. What will be the characteristics of this kingdom? It has 2 feet so that shows that it will be divided in two. It will have some of the strength of iron but will also be partly brittle or easily broken. So the people of this period of history are a mixture and do not remain united. It may be that the 2 feet represent the world as it has been since the end of the Roman Empire. The Romans were proud of their empire because it was united. In fact, the Roman roads are still there in some parts of the old empire. One of the reasons that Paul and his companions could cover so much of the world at that time with the gospel was the fact that Paul was a Roman citizen and they could travel on the Roman roads. Since then the world has been divided between East and West. But out of those feet will come 10 toes. No doubt these represent the 10 kings of the end times spoken of by Daniel in Dan. 7:24, and by John in Rev. 17:12.
IV,
God’s kingdom

A. The sixth kingdom in the dream is not part of the statue. Instead it is pictured as a rock. The Old and New Testaments call Jesus The Rock or Foundation. The rock in the dream was cut out but not by human hands. Jesus is otherworldly – sent by the Father – just as His kingdom will be otherworldly. During the time of the 10 kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed or left to other people. The Medes and Persians destroyed the Babylonian Kingdom and yet the Medo-Persian Empire was left for Alexander the Great and the Grecian Empire. So it is in all of history. This Rock will strike the statue on its feet, crushing the nations of the world at that time. Isa. 60:12 But when the Rock strikes, the whole statue will come down and be crushed. All of man’s kingdoms will come to an end. In fact, they will be ground to chaff or dust and be swept away by the wind. There will be nothing left of the great earthly kingdoms.

B. BUT the Rock that struck the statue and demolished it will become a huge mountain and fill the whole earth. There will be no room left for other kingdoms. And this final great kingdom will never end. It will endure forever. Daniel concludes his interpretation of the King’s dream with another reminder about Who gave the dream and the interpretation, and Who is behind all that will happen in the future. The great God has shown the King what will take place. He assures the King that the dream is true, not just imagination. And the interpretation is trustworthy. Remember that the King had his doubts about getting a trustworthy interpretation.

IV. God of gods and Lord of kings

A. Did Nebuchadnezzar believe Daniel that his interpretation was trustworthy? It must have had the ring of truth because the King acknowledged the Spirit of God in Daniel by doing something unheard of. King Nebuchadnezzar fell prostrate before Daniel. This was the man who was going to have him executed a short time before! The King paid Daniel honor and ordered that offering and incense be presented to him. I think this was his way of recognizing Daniel’s God – by giving Daniel something to give to his God. Now the King could really see that Daniel’s God was different than all other gods. He said, “Surely your god is the God of gods.” In other words, if there are other gods they have to honor Him as God. And that’s exactly what the demons who pose as gods must do. We know this from the way the demons honored Jesus. Luke 8:27-29 When the King said that Daniel’s God was the Lord of kings, he was admitting that He was far higher than all kings. And the reason he came to these conclusions was that he had found that God alone is the Revealer of mysteries.

B. One of the things the Lord accomplished with this dream was to put Daniel where He wanted him – at the top, right next to the King. The Lord delights to honor the humble, so the King put Daniel in a high position. And God is very generous with those who are faithful to honor Him, so the King lavished many gifts on Daniel. The King made Daniel ruler over the entire province of Babylon, and put him in charge of all his wise men. I’m not sure that they liked that, but he had saved them from execution! This was quite a promotion for a Jewish exile. It reminds us of the promotion of Joseph, the slave and ex-con. Though Daniel is highly honored, he never becomes proud. He does not forget his praying friends! He requested that the King delegate the responsibility of the administration of Babylon to his 3 friends. Daniel was not power-mad. Because he honored God and remembered his friends, the Lord continued to honor him through his long, productive life under several kings.

Conclusion


Sometimes we forget that our God is a Revealer of secrets. Do we worry and get upset when we need to know God’s will about something? Do we really think that He is trying to prevent us from knowing His will? That doesn’t make sense. God has already revealed His will about many things. That’s what the Bible is – God’s revelation! And he continues to speak to us from it today if we are willing to listen. I find a helpful answer in the parable of the wise and foolish builders that Jesus told. The wise builder represents the child of God who comes to Him, hears His words, and then puts them into practice. He digs deep and builds his life on the Rock Christ Jesus. Prayer, deep study of the Word, and obedience to our Lord is what will reveal all the mysteries we need to know.  

